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il © “Yuki Tejima’s metamorphosis from bookworm to literary translator” The Japan Times
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C.
i
Turning back to Nitobe, the reason he became highly proficient in English was not simply that he

took English classes. An examination of his lecture notes preserved in the Hokkaido University Library



reveals that they were copied verbatim from a foreign instructor’s lectures. It would, however, be nearly
impossible to record the content of a lecture accurately during class, even for someone proficient in
English.

In fact, at Sapporo Agricultural College, there was a scheduled time in the evening for the students
to review English lessons. During this time, the students reviewed the grammar, made fair copies of
their notes and submitted them to the teacher. Listening alone in English classes does not enable

learners to acquire English skaills.
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