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Question: 

Read the following paragraphs about “level of analysis” and describe your Ph.D. research 

plan in the light of macroanalysis and microanalysis. 

 

One important distinction between different theoretical perspectives involves the level of 

analysis at which each is directed. The study of everyday behaviour in situations of face -to-

face interaction is usually called microsociology, while macrosociology is the analysis of 

large-scale social structures and long-term processes of change. At first glance, it might 

seem that microanalysis and macroanalysis are entirely distinct from each other, but in 

practice the two are closely connected (Knorr-Cetina and Cicourel 1981; Giddens 1984). 

 

Macroanalysis is essential if we are to understand the institutional backdrop of daily life. 

The ways in which people live their everyday lives are influenced by social institutions, as 

is obvious when we consider the impact on our lives of the education system, the political 

framework and the system of laws by which we live. Similarly, while we may choose to send 

an acquaintance an email message, we can also choose to fly thousands of miles to spend 

the weekend with a friend. Neither of these communications would be possible without the 

amazingly complex global infrastructure of our world and the many people, organizations 

and institutions required to build and operate them. 

 

Microanalysis is in turn necessary for illuminating the details of such broad institutional 

patterns. Face-to-face interaction is clearly the main basis of all forms of social organization, 

no matter how large the scale. Suppose we are studying a business corporation. We can 

understand its activities by looking at face-to-face behaviour - the interaction of directors 

in the boardroom, workers in the various offices, or workers on the factory floor. We may 

not build up a complete picture of the whole corporation this way, but we could certainly 

make a significant contribution to understanding how the organization works 'on the 

ground'. 

 

Source:  

Giddens, Anthony and Sutton, Philip W., 2021, Sociology, 9th edition, Cambridge: Polity 

Press, p.25. 

＊問題本文は著作権法上の理由から記載することができません。上記出展箇所をご確認くださ

い。 

Due to copyright law, the content of this question is not included. Please refer to the 

source cited above 
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解答または解答例： 

Sample Answer(s) or Outline： 

 

 

本問題の性格から解答または解答例は提示できない。出題意図を参照のこと。 

 

 

 

 

出題意図： 

Purpose of Question： 

 

本問題は、社会科学における「分析レベル」に関する説明を読み、その内容を踏まえて受験者自

身の博士論文研究計画を理論的に位置づける能力を評価することを目的とする。 

 

具体的には、以下の点を重視した。 

1. ミクロ分析（microsociology）とマクロ分析（macrosociology）の概念的区別の正確な理解 

2. 両者が対立的関係ではなく、相互に補完的であるという理論的視座の把握 

3. 制度構造と日常的相互行為の連関についての理解 

4. 抽象的理論枠組みを自己の研究テーマに適切に応用する能力 

5. 研究目的・方法・対象・分析視角を論理的に構成する力 

6. 自身の研究計画を理論的根拠と結びつけて説明する学術的表現力 

 

本設問は、単なる理論説明を求めるものではなく、理論概念を用いて自身の研究を位置づけ、分

析枠組みを自覚的に提示できるかを評価するものである。したがって、ミクロ／マクロの定義を

述べるだけでなく、それらをどのように研究設計に組み込むかが重要な評価対象となった。 

 

 


