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“Our organization now has one million youths. This means that we have Japan's future
in our hands.”

“Representing these one million young men and women, I would like to meet President
Kennedy and ask him to stop testing nuclear weapons.”
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Ikeda told The Japan Times in an interview Thursday that he wanted to meet Kennedy

because the President is one of the two ‘responsible leaders of the world today.” The

other is Premier Nikita Khrushchev of the Soviet Union, whom Ikeda also hopes to meet.
MHIE. 2H 14 H, AL DA I Ea—T, 7274 KL ORHELLOE, 4
HOWFRIZBWTHED L1HEH “ADI) LED—ANThHLhL L7 b ) — AT,
VD= X =5 - TNy Fa TEHMT, €556 LA RHELE LT,

“Representing these one million young men and women, I would like to meet President
Kennedy and ask him to stop testing nuclear weapons.”
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Ifrz 7z

“The second purpose of my meeting with President Kennedy is to tell him that the
solution for ending present world tensions is inherent in the gospel of St. Nichiren,” Ikeda
said. He termed it “global racialism.”
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“Although I am not at all sure whether President Kennedy will listen to me on this
point,” he added with a smile.
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He declined to say when he would go to Washington, but indicated that it would be in
the not too distant future.
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Ikeda told The Japan Times in an interview Thursday that he wanted to meet Kennedy
because the President is one of the two ‘responsible leaders of the world today.” The
other is Premier Nikita Khrushchev of the Soviet Union, whom Ikeda also hopes to meet.
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B#1 The Japan Times#f 1963 F 2R 16 AfYD FE 1 —5FE (RSB KIUHIER)

<J >
Group’s Leader Eyes K'chev Parley Too
Soka Gakkai Plans JFK Meeting
By GYO HANI

Daisaku ikeda, 35-year-old head of the ever-growing religious body Soka Gakkai, is
planning to meet President John F. Kennedy before long as the representative of “one million
youths of Japan.”

Ikeda told The Japan Times in an interview Thursday that he wanted to meet
Kennedy because the President is one of the two “responsible leaders of the world today.” The
other is Premier Nikita Khrushchev of the Soviet Union, whom Ikeda also hopes to meet.

“Our organization now has one million youths. This means that we have Japan’s
future in our hands.”

“Representing these one million young men and women, I would like to meet
President Kennedy and ask him to stop testing nuclear weapons.”

Opposition to nuclear weapons tests is nothing new. But when it comes from the
sharp-eyed, stocky Ikeda, it becomes more than a harmless, hackneyed slogan for he is the
leader of more than six million devout followers of Nichiren Shoshu Buddhism, a religious-
politico group that is rapidly growing into Japan’s third political power.

Furthermore, the Soka Gakkai is expanding abroad. Ikeda is just back from his fifth
world preaching tour during which he visited the United States and 10 countries in Europe and
Southeast Asia together with his eight top aides.

Ikeda said that the purpose of his world tour was to give “encouragement and correct
guidance” to overseas members—about 3,700 households in the U.S, a few hundred families
in Europe and several thousand households in Southeast Asia, most of whom are of Japanese
extraction. He denied any ambition of making Nichiren Shoshu a world religion. He noted,
however, that the existing great religions of the world, including Christianity, have become
stalemated, and that the time was now ripe for the propagation of the gospel of St. Nichiren,
13th century Buddhist saint.

“The second purpose of my meeting with President Kennedy is to tell him that the
solution for ending present world tensions is inherent in the gospel of St. Nichiren,” Ikeda said.
He termed it “global racialism.”

“Although I am not at all sure whether President Kennedy will listen to me on this

point,” he added with a smile.

— 158 —



He declined to say when he would go to Washington, but indicated that it would be in
the not too distant future.

Actually, it was planned that the Soka Gakkai leader would meet Kennedy sometime
this month or early next month, but because of political reasons the plans fell through.
According to informed sources. Liberal-Democratic Party leaders tried to secure Ikeda's
commitment to support Ryotaro Azuma in the April election for Tokyo governor in exchange
for backing Ikeda's meeting with Kennedy. However, the proposed deal reportedly angered the
Soka Gakkai leader.

There is every reason for such pressure being brought to bear on Daisaku Ikeda.

Soka Gakkai, with its 500,000 Tokyo members, has the power in its hands to decide
the winner of the Tokyo gubernatorial race, being fought between Tory-backed Azuma and
Socialist-supported Masaru Sakamoto, former governor of Hyogo Prefecture.

At the last election in 1959, Azuma beat his Socialist-backed opponent Hachiro Arima
by a margin of 169,157. Azuma had 1,821,346 votes and Arima had 1,652,189. There were strong
reasons to believe that Soka Gakkai members voted for Azuma.

Tkeda told The Japan Times that Koseiren, the political body composed of 15 House
of Councillors members from Soka Gakkai, will pick one of the two candidates and urge Soka
Gakkai members to follow that choice.

“We will make the choice strictly on the basis of our judgment as to which of the two
men will better serve the welfare of the people of Tokyo. Money or any other form of pressure
from the candidate or his supporters will work against the candidate,” he warned.

Tkeda also emphasized that choosing one of the two does not necessarily mean that
Soka Gakkai is throwing its support to the political party which is backing the candidate. He
said Japanese political parties today are riddled with factional strife and are neglecting their
duty of serving the people by whom they are elected.

“Our hope is to provide true stability for Japan. For the past 17 years since the end
of the war, political parties have been completely unable to do this. As a result, the people
have suffered. All this derives from the fact that the Japanese have no guiding concepts. Other
countries of the world have some great sustaining philosophy that serves as the foundation of
their thinking and behavior, but the Japanese lack such a fundamental base”

“The gospel of St. Nichiren fills this vacuum. That is why we have such a great
number of youths in our organization.”

He said it was no exaggeration to claim a membership of one million youths—men and
women between the ages of 12 and 30.

“If this is a lie—it won't live long without betraying itself. The claim on our
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membership is tested at each election by the number of votes we collect.”

Through the militant face-to-face crusading method known as “shakubuku,” the
religious group’s membership grew from several thousand in 1951—the year the body
aggressively expanded under its second president Josei Toda—to about a million in 1956.
Today, it includes more than six million members.

This year Soka Gakkai has set its goal for expansion at 400,000 new households.
Except for last year, this increase is actually below the annual average of 500,000 new
households. According to Ikeda, this limit has been set in order to deepen the understanding of
St. Nichiren's gospel among the present members.

Soka Gakkal now has 15 representatives in the House of Councillors, but none in the
House of Representatives. Asked if it would be more effective to send men into the Lower
House to further Soka Gakkai's political goal, Ikeda said:

‘T am not considering it at present. But I can't speak about the future because the
need may arise and the people may desire to have our men elected to the Lower House in the

days to come.”
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