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H #1538 : Peter Barry, Beginning Theory An Introduction to Literary and Cultural Theory
( Manchester University Press, Manchester and New York ), Third Ed, 2009.
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Answer Keys or Examples :



Until the early nineteenth century, higher education in England was effectively monopolized by the Church of
England. The only universities were University of Oxford and University of Cambridge. Both were organized
under a monastic-style college system, open only to male Anglicans, and offered a limited curriculum consisting
of classics, divinity, and mathematics. As a result, Catholics, Jews, and other nonconformists were excluded,
and the system had remained largely unchanged since the Middle Ages.

A turning point came in 1826 with the founding of University College London, which granted degrees regardless
of religious affiliation. English was recognized as a subject in 1828, and English literature was first taught at
King's College London in 1831. Appointed in 1840, F. D. Maurice advanced a liberal humanist vision in which
the study of English literature would transcend the prejudices of the age and connect students with enduring
values. At the same time, he regarded literature as an expression of middle-class values and assigned to English
literary education a political function: fostering national identity and maintaining social order.
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Intent of Questions :

In order to understand the field of English literature as a major, it is essential to have a solid grasp of a general
overview of English literary history. On that foundation, the key point is whether students have understood the
fundamental concepts of literary critical theory. In particular, students are expected to be familiar with the
foundational texts and basic knowledge of literary criticism—especially the fact that Matthew Arnold’s work
Culture and Anarchy (1869) articulated the importance of literature as a substitute for the declining authority of
religion, a claim that became a catalyst for a significant transformation in the direction of literary studies.






